
HistoryHistory

The Fair Earth Foundation CIO is a UK Registered Charity (Number 1172989)

TEN THINGS ABOUTTEN THINGS ABOUT  
LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLANDLEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND  

www.fairearthfoundation.org

L1

1

2

3

Celtic Beginnings
The city of Leicester is one of the oldest cities
in England, with history going back 2 millenia. It
began with the Celtic tribes, as it was once the
capital of the local Celtic tribe: the Corieltauvi. 

The Romans invaded England in 43 CE and
captured Leicester in 47 CE. During those
times, it was called Ratea. The Romans build
many roads, for example the Fosse Way
which cuts through the heart of Leicester
itself. 

Roman Invasion

Leicestershire is a Saxon County, bordered by the great
Roman roads to the east and west. Then in the north by the
great rivers draining from the Midlands to the NE, called the
Soar, Trent and Humber. To the south are the rivers
draining to the Wash.

Roman Surrounding 

After his great victory against the Vikings at
York, King Harold marched the remains of
his army by Leicestershire, picking up
recruits from saxon stronghold Rutland on
his way to the battle at Hastings.

4King Harold 
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5 Richard the 3rd 

7 The Black Death

The Battle of Naseby was the deciding battle
of the English Civil war with the defeated
Royalists retreating to Leicestershire, a few
miles from the battle itself. 
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Lady Jane Grey
Lady Jane Grey, who was the Queen of England,
for just 9 days, lived in Bradgate Park, where the
ruins of her home can still be seen. 
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The Black Death devastated Leicestershire
in the Middle Ages and contributed many
abandoned villages to the 120+ that have
been lost over the centuries in the county.

Famously, Richard the 3rd was killed at Husbands
Bosworth in the east of the county, ending 400
years of Plantagent rule and starting the rule of
the Tudors. His remains are still in Leicester
Cathedral. 

Battle of Naseby

During the Industrial Revolution, Leicestershire
and the City of Leicester was one of the
wealthiest parts of the British Empire. This
wealth came from wool and light engineering.

Industrial Revolution Wealth

10Experts have concluded that the modern English
language, spoken by over 1 billion people, originated
in Leicester. It was first developed as a way for Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings to communicate with each other.

Leicester is the birthplace of modern standard English


